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date of the provisions imposing a tax
upon unrelated business taxable in-
come. If a method for treating bad
debts was selected in a return of in-
come (other than an information re-
turn) for a previous taxable year, the
taxpayer must follow such method in
its returns under section 511, unless
such method is changed in accordance
with the provisions of §1.166-1. A tax-
payer which has not previously se-
lected a method for treating bad debts
may, in its first return under section
511, exercise the option granted in
§1.166-1.

(d) Foreign tax credit. See section 515
for provisions applicable to the credit
for foreign taxes provided in section
901.

§1.511-4 Minimum tax for tax pref-
erences.

The tax imposed by section 56 applies
to an organization subject to tax under
section 511 with respect to items of tax
preference which enter into the com-
putation of unrelated business taxable
income. For this purpose, only those
items of income and those deductions
entering into the determination of the
tax imposed by this section are consid-
ered in the determination of the items
of tax preference under section 57. For
rules relating to the minimum tax for
tax preferences, see sections 56 through
58 and the regulations thereunder.

[T.D. 7564, 43 FR 40494, Sept. 12, 1978]

§1.512(a)-1 Definition.

(a) In general. Except as otherwise
provided in §1.512(a)-3, §1.512(a)-4, or
paragraph (f) of this section, section
512(a)(1) defines unrelated business tax-
able income as the gross income derived
from any unrelated trade or business
regularly carried on, less those deduc-
tions allowed by chapter 1 of the Code
which are directly connected with the
carrying on of such trade or business,
subject to certain modifications re-
ferred to in §1.512(b)-1. To be deduct-
ible in computing unrelated business
taxable income, therefore, expenses,
depreciation, and similar items not
only must qualify as deductions al-
lowed by chapter 1 of the Code, but also
must be directly connected with the
carrying on of unrelated trade or busi-
ness. Except as provided in paragraph
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(d)(2) of this section, to be directly con-
nected with the conduct of unrelated
business for purposes of section 512, an
item of deduction must have proximate
and primary relationship to the car-
rying on of that business. In the case of
an organization which derives gross in-
come from the regular conduct of two
or more unrelated business activities,
unrelated business taxable income is
the aggregate of gross income from all
such unrelated business activities less
the aggregate of the deductions al-
lowed with respect to all such unre-
lated business activities. For the treat-
ment of amounts of income or loss of
common trust funds, see §1.584-2(c)(3).

(b) Expenses attributable solely to unre-
lated business activities. Expenses, depre-
ciation, and similar items attributable
solely to the conduct of unrelated busi-
ness activities are proximately and pri-
marily related to that business activ-
ity, and therefore qualify for deduction
to the extent that they meet the re-
quirements of section 162, section 167,
or other relevant provisions of the
Code, connected with the conduct of
that activity and are deductible in
computing unrelated business activi-
ties are directly connected with the
conduct of that activity and are de-
ductible in computing unrelated busi-
ness taxable income if they otherwise
qualify for deduction under the re-
quirements of section 162. Similarly,
depreciation of a building used entirely
in the conduct of unrelated business
activities would be an allowable deduc-
tion to the extent otherwise permitted
by section 167.

(c) Dual use of facilities or personnel.
Where facilities are used both to carry
on exempt activities and to conduct
unrelated trade or business activities,
expenses, depreciation and similar
items attributable to such facilities
(as, for example, items of overhead),
shall be allocated between the two uses
on a reasonable basis. Similarly, where
personnel are used both to carry on ex-
empt activities and to conduct unre-
lated trade or business activities, ex-
penses and similar items attributable
to such personnel (as, for example,
items of salary) shall be allocated be-
tween the two uses on a reasonable
basis. The portion of any such item so
allocated to the unrelated trade or
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